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Foreign Relations of the United States Series: 150th
Anniversary

The following is a message from the Historian, Special Projects Division, Office of the
Historian, U.S. Department of State to all Federal depository libraries:
December 3, 2011 marks the 150th anniversary of the Foreign Relations of the United States
(FRUS) series, the largest and most comprehensive series of its type in the world. First
published in 1861, the series has become a leading example of governmental openness and
embodies the U.S. Government’s commitment to responsible transparency. Over the past 150
years, FRUS evolved to become the official documentary history of U.S. foreign policy
decision-making and major diplomatic activity. The series is prepared according to scholarly
best practices under a 1991 Congressional mandate for “thorough, accurate, and reliable”
coverage and timely release.
To mark the 150th anniversary of the FRUS series, the Office of the Historian at the U.S.
Department of State has delved into the story of how the series evolved over time. This
research engages many important themes in U.S. history, including the transformation of
government institutions, changing conceptions of national security and transparency, and the
increasingly important role that the United States has played in the world. Learn about the
history of the series; research posts, videos, and original documents; as well as outreach
efforts from the Office of the Historian.
The FRUS series now comprises more than 400 individual volumes. The current title, Foreign
Relations of the United States, is distributed to Federal depository libraries in paper and
electronic format under:
 * Title: Foreign Relations of the United States
 * Class: S 1.1:
 * Item number: 0872-B (P) | 0872-B-01 (EL)
 * Shipping List: 2011-0330-P
 * PURL:

 * Recently published and future publications: 
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LP121118

 *  * Archived volumes: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS1155
 * CGP System Number: 568158 (P) | 623377 (EL)
The FRUS is also printed as a House Document edition, CGP System Number
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325753. It is not distributed to depository libraries except as part of the United
States Congressional Serial Set.
In addition, copies of the FRUS are available for purchase from the U.S. Government Online
Bookstore.
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